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3Com advocates simplified converged networks

Steve Jumonville, 3Com’s director for large enterprises marketing, said during his Beijing visit
that 3Com’s concept of converged networks is not the same as that of some other companies.
What 3Com envisions is a cheaper and simpler converged networks. He believes that future PC
growth will reply much on home users. Therefore, to build cheaper and simpler converged
network is in parallel with this trend in the PC arena.

3Com’s converged network will stress renovation of the networking equipment of the terminal
systems, grading and encoding data through network interface cards or modems. The direct

benefit is to reduce the complexity and costs of the core network and simply the renovation of
the core part of the network.

Analysts comment that either 3Com’s concept or Cisco’s idea to strengthen core network
control and switching capacity has its strong point. There is still a long way off before deciding
which path the converged networks should take.
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